Profile of the University of Delaware Honors Program Class of 2012
August 2008
Honors received 3,297 applications for a Fall 2008 entering class of 469 freshmen and 6 transfer
students:

Number of New HONOIrS FreShMEN ... 469
Men.......cccoueeeee. 207 (449%) ..ccoeeevevennnnenn, Women............ 262 (56%)

25 high school valedictorians, 19 salutatorians.

51 students of color (11%)...... 4 African-Americans, 29 Asian-Americans, 15 Latino-Americans, 3

Pacific Islander Americans
High school grade point average (4-point scale): middle 50% of class falls between

........................................................................................................................ 3.76 — 4.00
SAT Reasoning scores: middle 50% of class falls between................c.c........... 1980 — 2130
Distribution of GPAs (Four-Point Scale) Distribution of SATs
4.0 ...... 225 35.... 24 3.0.......... 3 2250-2400 .....coiiiieeeiiee e 28
39 ... 60 34...... 7 29..... 0 2100-2240 ...oooeeiiiieee e 131
3.8 ... 62 33. 2 28........ 0 1950-2090 ....coiiiieeeiiiie e 238
3.7 e 38 32...... 3 27 0 1800-1940 ....coiiiiieiiiiiie e 66
3.6 ... 21 31l...... 1 26.... 0 1650-1790 ..o 6
Percent of Applicants at These SAT Levels Who Were Admitted into Honors:
2250-2400......cccciiiieeeiiiiieenns 96% Admitted 1800-1940 ......ccveeeeiiieeeene 25% Admitted
2100-2240......coeiiiiieeeiiiieeeens 93% Admitted 1650-1790 .....cccvveeeiiiieeeeeen, 3% Admitted
1950-2090........ccccecevcivnreennnnn. 76% Admitted Below 1650.............cccccecnnee. 0% Admitted
Percentages of Freshmen Who Participated in These Activities in High School:
Student Government..........ccccceeeeeeeennnns 24% Lit Mag, Newspaper, or Yearbook ......... 16%
Volunteer and Community Service ........ 72% High School Athletics ........ccccccceeeeiiininns 74%
Theatre ..o 17% Vocal or Instrumental Music................... 43%
Religious Preference (among those who chose to report their preference)
Roman Catholic........cccooeeeiiiiiiiiiieeieeene, 44% Other Religions (Buddhist, Islam, Hindu) ...... 11%
Protestant.........cccccveeiinniiie s 24% NO Preference ........cccoccveeevviiiee e, 8%
JEWISH ... 13%
Home State

Delaware.........ccccccceeeiiiinnnen. 97 California ..........cccvveeeeieennnnns 3 Minnesota ...........ccceveeeeeeeennn.
Pennsylvania.............ccc....... 93 NNOIS....ccoiiiiiiiieie e 3 New Hampshire ..........cc.........
NEeW JErsey ....cccccvveeeveiiunnnen 90 MISSOUN ...ceeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee e, 3  Oh0 .,
New YOrK......cccoovcuveeeeiiinneanne 90 Florida........cccoveiiiiieeiiiieeens 2 TennesSEee .......ccccceeviiiveeennnns
Maryland ........cccccceeeeviiinnnnen, 31 North Carolina .........ccc.cceouns 2 TeXAS .
Massachusetts ...........ccccee.e 15 Vermont........ceeeeinnneen. 2 WISCONSIN....ccceeiiiiieeniiiieees
Virginia .....ccccvveeeeeeeeveicieeee, 11 District of Columbia................ 1 International ..........cccccceevvnnnns
ConNecCtiCUt ........ocveeeeriiieeens 9 OWA ... 1
Rhode Island.............ccccuuveeee. 5 MainNe.....coovvvvviiereriieieieiieiaiaans 1

Distribution by College

Agriculture & Natural Resources................... 17 Health Sciences........c..cocoee v i, 20
ArS & SCIENCES ..., 199 Human Services, Education & Public Policy....22
Business & ECONOMICS.........cccevvvevivinnennnn. 43  Marine and Earth Studies.........ccccccovviveeiiiiiiennns

ENgineering .........cooviiiiiiiiii e e 108 University Studies-Undeclared..................... 58



Who Gets Admitted into Delaware's Honors Program?

Here is what the Admissions Committee considers, in order of importance, when it reviews your applica-
tion for admission to the University Honors Program at the University of Delaware:

1. Have you been taking tough courses in high school?

We look first at your course selection: Have you taken a generous selection of your school's most
demanding courses? How much of your work is designated as honors, Advanced Placement, or
International Baccalaureate? Are you continuing to take a heavy academic course load during your
senior year? Please note: If we must choose, we prefer students who have taken rigorous programs,
even at the cost of slightly lower grades, over those who have gotten higher marks in easier,
undemanding classes.

How strong is your grade point average (GPA)? And what is the trend in your grades?

We recompute your GPA to include only the academic majors (English, math, lab science,
history/social studies, and foreign languages). We expect that you will be taking the majority of your
courses in the highest level of accelerated courses (Honors, AP, IB, etc.) available in your school. We
also examine the trend in your grades. Some students with lower cumulative GPAs are admitted
because their most recent semesters show a significant improvement in grades. (And some students
with very high overall GPAs are denied admission because their most recent marking periods show a
significant decline in their grades). We also consider special circumstances that might have affected
your performance, such as a serious illness or family problems.

How good are your SATs?

SAT scores are important, but they are not as important as your course selection and your grades.
(The University has turned down students with perfect SAT scores — 800 on each part of the
examination — when their high school grades were dreadful.) Here is a table that shows how last
year's applicants fared:

Fall 2008 Honors Program Freshman Applicants

The percent admitted with SATs between . . ..
With cumulative h.s.
GPAs of: 2250 - 2100 - 1950 - 1800 - 1650 - 1500 -
2400 2240 2090 1940 1790 1640 Overall
A (3.9-4.0) 97% 97% 90% 39% 7% 4% 73%
A- (3.5-3.8) 96% 94% 2% 15% 1% 0% 47%
B+ (3.2-3.4) 50% 59% 16% 5% 0% 0% 13%
B (3.0-3.1) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
<B (<2.9) 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Overall: 95% 93% 76% 25% 3% 0% 56%

4. How compelling are your recommendations, your admission essays, and school activities?

While they can never overcome a weak high school record, strong recommendations, well-written
admission essays, and outstanding school activities can improve your chances of admission. They
will also help you compete for academic scholarships at the University of Delaware.



